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"From Research to
Text Selection"
-A Process for
Selecting
Textbooks/MaterialsINTRODUCTION
Several concerns prompted the
development of a textbook selection process
for the Kalamazoo Public School System.
Foremost was the reality that the selection of
new textbooks and materials is a crucial
decision for a Board of Education. Adoption
of a new series entails a substantial outlay of
funds. In addition, books and materials can
greatly influence the instructional process
and related student outcome.
Research studies indicate the following:
• Instruction is largely determined
by the content of instructional
materials. (Stoke and Easeley, 1978).
• Students generally spend more
time interacting with instructional materials
rather than with their teachers. (EPIE,
gram 6, 1976).
• Lacking a clear set of priorities, or
goals for instruction, teachers limit
their search for materials to those
that are immediately available. (Clark,
1976).
• Learning materials that are
carefully developed can enhance
students ' ability to attend, to focus on
relevant ideas being taught, to
master the objectives set for them, to
retain knowledge, and ultimately, to
learn how to learn. (Leven and Long,
1981 ).
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attainment of specific student outcomes.
Given the potential impact on the
teaching/learning process, it is crucial that a
selection process be developed which
maximizes the effects of materials on the
attainment of student objectives.
The following three-stage process was
developed over a two year period and
refined, based on input received during the
K-6 Mathematics Textbook Selection Study.

PROCESS
Stage I
Program Development-Selection of
Measurable Student Goals, Objectives,
and Instructional Processes.
The basic assumption underlying this
stage is that textbooks and materials are a
supportive component of a well designed
instructional program and not, as is often the
case, the force that drives all other educational
activities. Textbooks and materials should
support the instruction and attainment of the
identified student objectives.
The following activities occur during
Stage I:
A. Identification of measurable
student goals and objectives. The
selection of goals and objectives will
be based on district-wide test results,
current research and educator input.
B. Identification and articulation
of a philosophy and rationale for
instruction. The instructional
philosophy basic to all decisions in
the Kalamazoo Public School System
is that given an "effective"
instructional system, all groups of
students can be expected to master

It is also important to note that most
materials are not likely to be field tested
before publication. (American School Board
Journal, 1975). In addition, most materials
are designed to appeal to a wide variety of
teacher interests and needs rather than
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basic grade level objectives sufficient
to insure success in the next grade.
(Good and Brophy, 1971, 1973) (Rist,
1970).
Effective instruction refers to four
critical teaching behaviors which
form the rationale for system-wide
instruction. When consistently
implemented, these behaviors
contribute to improved achievement.
The four essential teaching
behaviors are:
l. Selecting an objective. (Content)
2. Teaching to an objective or
selecting activities that are
congruent with the objective.
3. Monitoring learning and adjusting
teaching.
4. Use of principles of learning to
influence motivation, retention,
transfer and rate of degree of
learning. (Cummings, 1983)
(Hunter, 1984).
These elements should be reflected
in the design of all texts and
materials.
Finally, there is a logical
organization for presenting
instructional activities which influence
learning. This sequencing of events is
referred to simply as a lesson plan.
Again, textbook/materials should
reflect this sequence or plan.
(Rosenshine, 1983).
Following this stage, goals and
objectives will be submitted to the
Superintendent and to the Board of
Trustees.

activities and give supportive research
documentation.
C. Conduct a skills trace to determine
the sequence of skill instruction. A
skills trace is a process by which one
skill is identified, then every reference
to that ski II is Iisted in order to
determine how well a skill is
introduced, taught, practiced, tested
and reviewed over an extended
period of time. (Muther, 1985).
D. Provide descriptions of all field
studies and copies of validation
reports.
E. Submit names of three school
systems with comparable student
populations which are now using the
text and/or materials.
A selection committee will review,
organize, analyze and rank all information
submitted according to the degree to which
the above criteria have been met.

Stage Ill
Final Review
At this point, all interested staff members
will be asked to evaluate the materials
selected in Stage II based on the following
variables:

A. Manageability. The ease with
which the materials can be distributed,
stored and monitored.
B. Teacher Comfort. The degree to
which the materials meet teacher 's
needs and support their teaching
styles.
C. Durability. Estimated wearing
value.
D. Sexual/Racial Bias Study. Title
IX Guidelines and racial
representation.

Stage II
Preliminary Textbook Screening
In Stage II major textbook publishers will
be contacted . Each publisher will receive a
copy of student goals and objectives and a
statement of instructional philosophy and
rationale of the Kalamazoo Public Schools.
The publishers will be required to:

After all input is organized and analyzed,
a final recommendation will be submitted to
the Superintendent and Board of Education .
Research studies indicate that textbooks
and materials can greatly influence student
achievement; therefore, it is critical that
public school systems have a logical selection
process designed to meet student needs and
facilitate attainment of achievement goals.

A. Submit a correlational study of
the submitted student objectives to
determine which are included in the
text or materials and in what
sequence.
B. Describe the publisher's rationale
for the selection of the content and

continued on page 18
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Reading in the Elementary,
Middle and High School

Reading:
A Dynamic
Interaction

continued from page 8

Finally, the school district maintains at
the building level an effective schools
committee. The existence of the effective
schools model hos supported the reading
program by recognizing the need for high
expectations, time on task, frequent
monitoring of students achievement, clear
and focused mission, and the involvement of
the building principal in the educational
process.

31st Annual MRA Conference
March 15-17, 1987
The theme of the Thirty-first Annual
Conference of the Michigan Reading
Association is: "READING: A DYNAMIC
INTERACTION". The theme permits
interpretation by the participant.
Interactions could include reader and text;
student and teacher; parent and child;
schools and community; teacher and
administrator; schools and universities;
school, state, nation; reading, writing,
speaking, listening; collaborations among
professional organizations; and so on.

Dr. Jon Wahn is Superintendent of the Montabella

Community Schools, a small class C school district
serving portions af the Central Michigan counties of
Isabella, Montcalm , and Mecosta . The 1241 students in
grades preK-12 are housed in two elementary schools,
one in the village of Blanchard and one in Edmore . The
middle school is in Edmore, and the high school is
centrally located. The Reading Supervisors are: Dave
Marston, Curriculum Coordinator, Rick Rivas,
Elementary Prin cipal, Ron Farrell, Middle School
Principal, Carolyn Myers, Middle School Reading
Coordinator, and Ruth Rivas, High School Reading
Teacher.

The dates of the conference are March
15-17, 1987 at the Grand Center and
Grand Plaza, Grand Rapids. The Amway
Grand Plaza will be the conference
headquarters, the Grand Center will be
the site for the exhibits, with meetings held
in both buildings.

"From Research to
Text Selection"
-A Process for Selecting
Textbooks/Materials

Speakers include: nationally recognized
storyteller, Laura Simms; Highlights for
Children editor, Dr. Walter Barbe; author
of Tuck Everlasting and Natalie Babbit.
Monday will feature a symposium on
literacy with speakers representing realms
of our society including economy, politics,
and sociology.
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Dr. Frank E. Rapley is Superintendent of the
Kalamazoo Public Schools.

Over 100 workshops and sessions will
be featured in topical strands throughout
the conference.
Registration and housing forms were
mailed to all MRA members December 1st.
Program books will be distributed only at
the conference.
For further information contact:

Mrs. Gwen O'Donnell
819 W. Shiawassee
Fenton, Ml 48430
(B) 313-632-6772
(H) 313-629-8418
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